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THE TWENTY ON GOPALA

Gopala-vimsati in twenty one slokas in praise of sri Krishna who is often
described as Poorna-Avatara. He is not only the cow-herd boy of Brindavan and
darling of Gopa damsels, but Paramatma also, often manifesting His supra-
human qualities. Sri Desika revels in portraying Krishna as an infant, child, boy,
lad and pre-adolescent youth. The second sloka contains the Gopala-mantra
which is said to be highly efficacious.

The various pranks of Gopala are portrayed in the slokas - the infant suckling
the milk of the life of Poothana, the pseudo-mother, the dancing child for a
handful of butter, the trembling boy before the angry mother for having stolen
the butter, the crawling child dragging the mortar and passing through the two-
fold trees, the water sport in the waters of Yamuna with Gopa-girls, playing on
the flute with the girls keeping rhythm with their hands, the naughty boy
stealing the clothes of the girls bathing in the Yamuna kept on the bank and
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begging them to join both their hands in anjali to get their garments instead of
their beseeching him to return them. :

The beauty of the dark blue cloud like body and the auspicious nature of the
qualities of Sri Krishna (Gopala, the cow-herd boy) are captivating enough. The
charm is enhanced by the lovely flute held by the lotus like hands near the rosy
lips and the multi-coloured plumes of the peacock on his head. Even the i
immemorial Vedas with their infinite knowledge, fail in their attempt to |
describe Him fully since they are beyond the reach of the mind and words. :

The poet Sri Desika is charmed by the beauty of this Gopala and with love and
devotion prays that He must be in his heart always and bless him with his vision
even at the time of his final departure from this mortal world (slokal2) :

Sage Narada enters the stage in ACT IX in the Drama Sankalpasuryodaya,
written by Sri Desika, singing this sloka. Four other slokas from Gopalavimsati
have been incorporated in that drama. (slokas 5 & 20 in ACt VI and slokas 8 and
16 in Act VII) :

The words of the last sloka (the colophon) are of great significance. Sri Desika
himself pays a compliment to the composition that it is a stuti par excellence
which defies the addition of an attribute. He says he composed it with a mind
that was free from any other thought. He declares in conclusion that a mere
reading of the stotra will bless a person with the direct vision of the Flute- i
loving Lord who is the beloved of the young Gopa-girls of Brindavan ;

RESD

3 | sadagopan.org




W3  @pg  FOCUIEBIFZE@HLD  FETERTGT D LITCUGTTH
BhSCasTUsnIL_ W FporallenssGarCarCGu OFuls OmwEenar e 6lld% e e.
QAUDMIG (LPSGVTUFGV:

qrz Gl"filcl"l"’l{ AT T JeTHH|

ST | ST St [ uor

ubGF LihBSTUBFILD aUcVeVaT 26ITeGGVLILD

DWHES GULDLIGILD Mo DUQWBS @IlL)eyeRTLD

To Him, I bow, the wanderer of the woods of Brinda,

The darling of the cowherd-maids
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Gazing at the lips that utter words, sweet with the impress of His own glory

With the Divine Conch (Panchajanya) applied to His lovely mouth,

And sitting on a charming lotus-couch tastefully designed with a painted }

triangle

He doth shine triumphant encircled by the cowherd folk.
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The lip that bears the Vedic fragrance, quivering as He sobs,
The eyes with tears clouded followed up by an instant smile,
The seeming cow-herd Babe that sucked with milk the pseudo-mother’s life

I know Him indeed as the Lord Supreme
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The tossing jewel jingling forth a tune, the splash of the churned curd
keeping rhythmic fune,

With one foot raised and bent above, and the other firmly stamped.,.

The Lord, in Nanda's mansion danced for butter,

May that mystic dance present itself before me.
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Covetous of butter fresh and sweet, into the pot He thrust His Hand
And Lo! His eyes beheld the angered mother hastening up to seize a cord
Not escaping, neither standing still, with steps uneasy He lingered closing

up His eyes,
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May He protect us, the seeming cowherd, the guardian of the worlds.
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The target of the side-long looks of cowherd dames, The embodied Fortune of
Mathura,

The fountain of delight to single-minded saints, Of Him, I sing, the Supreme
Brahman,

Out-topping knowledge and yet visible in the garb of suckling Babe of
Vasudeva's spouse (Devaki)
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I meditate on that Boy, His neck, in fright, is now turned round,
And His tender rosy lips now blossom forth into smiles;

Dragging along the unwieldy mortar

He redeemed the two victims from their state as trees.
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The twin-Arjun trees beheld the sportive miracles of His boyhood

The Yamuna waters witnessed the mystic romance of His Youth;




1: The vedic hymns do yet pursue their quest of Him,
: And still around me I behold Him for ever.
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To the goal of deliverance is He the shortest route His lustre Clothes the

forest-wealth with dark rain-cloud's beauty
The delicate flute clings with longing great to His lips of roseate hue;
Mercy divine, manifest in human form to fulfill the will Divine;

To him I resort for service.
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Worthy cynosure of unwinking eyes, the form that ages beyond youth,
With locks of hair that combat the peacock feathers,
The rapturous Effulgence that maddens the senses all,
May he for ever appear before my mind.
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Those side-long looks of His

The lotuses that bloom in the fountain of His flowing Mercy:
Followed by the sweet and charming flute;
And delightful with His guileless smiles;

Enchanted all the cowherd girls;

May those glances protect me.
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The delicate lovely flute applied to the lips,

This wreath of peacock-feathers dangling on His locks

Blue like the sliced-off surface of the sapphire,

May the steadfast picture haunt my mind,

When my last journey I may set out.
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For ever and at all times do I behold,

The Youth whose chest pertains o Goddess Sri,

The prize coveted of the maidens of Vraja,

The Beauty infinite that's far beyond all modes of expression.
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Who may that artist be,

That has painted on the canvas of my heart,

This youth adorned with the charming plumage,

This sun that bursts into bloom the lotus-face of the love-lorn cowherd maids
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With head bent low, I offer my salute,

To that charming Lustre, dark like collyrium, adored of all the world,
With its sweet flute speaking in fune

to the bracelets of bewitching cowherd lasses.
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In glory shines the tender flute,
Tutored in graceful modes by the claps of hands of the cowherd damsels
Sweetened by the jingle of the loosely moving bangles:

Its rightful share it takes in the nectar of the coral lips of the Lord

Manifest in the role of the cowherd lad to save the world entire.
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On the ear a pendent laangalee blossom,

On the locks a drazzling crest of peacock plumage,
On the hand bandhujeeva flowers,

And on the breast a gunja necklace,

In unique adornments thus bedecked

Shines the gallant rare of Gopa-women,

Enrapturing in His boyhood.
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In the right hand, soft like a tender leaf,

He holds a cane, graceful and blessed;

The other arm rests on His beloved's shoulder that is charming with a bristle,
His flute lies inserted in His girdle,

His forelocks are sparkling with a gunja chaplet;

And His hue is that of the cloud; Thus shines the charming gallant of the Gopis.
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The charming beloved kneels in archer’s pose;

Clasped by Him in close embrace from behind:;
Her eyes are half -closed in an ecstasy of joy,

On her He casts a glance of love,

And His hands He lays on the leathern syringe,

His dripping clothes sticking in water-sport to His limbs;
May He, the Darling the cowherd-maids,

And the life of the devout, protect us all.
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In the presence of Yamuna, the daughter of the Sun,
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Snatching of f the clothes of the cowherd-lasses,

Seated on the lovely Kunda branch,

He shone triumphant with a sportive smile,

When for their clothes, the girls did beg, smitten with shame,
The Mystic Lover begged in turn for just a salutation,

With their two lotus hands joined.
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Whosoever this hymn does read which Venkatesa the poet with single minded

devotion did compose

Will before his eyes realize
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The sweet player of the divine flute, the unique Divinity

The beloved of youthful women.
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